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 Publisher’s Note

All praise belongs to Allah; we praise Him and
seek His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge in
Allah from the evil of our own selves and from our
sinful deeds. Whomever Allah guides, there is none
to misguide him, and whomever He leads astray,
none can guide him. We bear witness that there is no
god worthy of worship except Allah, alone, and we
bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and
Messenger. We pray to Allah the Almighty to bestow
His peace and blessings upon Prophet Muhammad,
upon his good and pure family, as well as upon all the
noble companions and those who follow them in
righteousness until the Day of Judgement.

Given the dire need for Islamic studies material
in schools incorporating the subject in English,
Darussalam has endeavoured to publish an Islamic
Studies series covering all the grades, from grade one
through grade twelve.

The series will cover all areas of Islamic
studies: tafseer, hadeeth, tawheed, figh, seerah, and
general etiquette relating to different areas and
situations. Given the importance of authentic Islamic
knowledge, every effort has been made to ensure
that the material presented in the series is authentic.
Also, given the importance of Arabic Islamic terms,
most of the terms are presented in their original
Arabic script, along with the transliteration and the
translation of their meanings. This also applies to
supplications which have to be memorised in their
Arabic from. The aim here is to help the reader read
the original text and understand its meaning. Each
lesson is followed by exercises covering questions
about the lesson.

One striking feature in the series is the
colourful artwork used in it that certainly appeals to
children. This is certainly bound to attract the young
readers’ attention, stimulate them, amuse them as
well as educate them.



The series aims to acquaint the student with
the teachings of Islam in every aspect: beliefs,
practices and moral conduct. The series, with its
unique features, certainly fills a gap in this area which
has long been partially neglected.

The present breathtaking work was initiated by
an expert in the field of education, Maulvi Abdul Aziz,
MA. English literature, who held different posts in the
field including that of Senior Administrative Officer in
the Department of Private Education, Ministry of
Education, Dubai, UAE, from 1982 to 2002.

The current project also owes its existence in
its present form to a number of people who made
informative suggestions, particularly Al-Arabee Ben
Razzouq, College of Languages and Translation,
Imam Muhammad ibn Saud University, Riyadh, who
undertook the painstaking task of checking the
authenticity of the material presented in the series,
proofreading the text as well as adding references to
certain quotations from the Qur'an and the hadeeth.
Special thanks also go to Sheikh Abdul-Qawiy
Lugman, Al-Madeenah University graduate, for his
interesting suggestions and to Mr. Zulfigar
Mahmood who conscientiously applied his expertise
in the field of graphic design to produce the series in
a superb shape.

We pray to Almighty Allah to reward our
endeavours and to make the present series
abundantly beneficial to students in all stages of
education as well as to any one who reads them.

Abdul Malik Mujahid

Sha'aban, 1429 AH.
August 2008.
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Tawheed is the most important belief in Islam. It means that
Allah is One, Supreme and there is nothing like Him. Allah says in
Surat al-lkhlaas,

He is Allah, the One.

Allah, the Everlasting Sustainer of all,

He has not given birth and was not born;
And no one is comparable to Him.

Tawheed means Allah alone is the Creator. He is the only power
behind the universe and the sole source of its guidance. He knows
everything, sees everything and has power over everything. He is
Eternal and is beyond human knowledge and reasoning. This does
not mean that Allah is so far away that He cannot possibly know or
care about what He created. On the contrary, He is close



to all of us. He listens to our prayer when we call on to Him. It is Allah
Who created us and so He knows everything about us. In fact, He is
nearer to usthan our jugular veins. Everything in the universe belongs
to Allah.

Allah knows everything. If a calamity strikes, it is for a reason He
knows, even if we do not understand why it has happened.

When someone likens anyone or anything to Allah, suggests in
anyway that other people or things share Allah’s creative power with
Him or have the knowledge or ability to guide or to forgive — this then
is the sin of shirk. If someone worships others besides Allah, he has
also committed the sin of shirk.

A prophet cannot be god. In fact, no prophet of Allah ever
claimed he was a god. Isa (&) was a prophet. It is true that he
worked miracles but he did so by the command of Allah. Allah has
no equal or partner.

Allah is the Giver of life. He keeps things alive and provides for
their needs. He was not created by anyone or anything. He has
always been and will always be. He is the First and the Last.

He creates what He likes, and He is never tired of creating. He is
the Creator. There is no one and nothing that can be compared with
Him.

He was not born, and He has no father or mother. He is not in
need of children to live after Him or help Him. He has no wife. He is
One and without a partner. Therefore, we should not worship any of
the following because it is shirk to do so:

(1) Any created beings such as men, angels, animals or the
dead in their graves!



(2) Any created objects such as trees, mountains, stones,
rivers, statues, idols or pictures.
(3) Man-made gods and goddesses.

Shirk means associating others with Allah in worship. It is the
opposite of Tawheed. If someone associates anyone or anything
with his Creator in worship, he becomes a mushrik. Tawheed rejects
all kinds of shirk. A mushrik worries and relies on material things. Shirk
makes a person believe in superstitions.

Tawheed is the Key to Paradise

Allah has forbidden Paradise to those who commit the sin of
shirk. Shirk is the worst kind of injustice. Anyone who associates
partners with Allah will never enter Paradise. The people of Tawheed
will be admitted into Paradise because Tawheed is the key to it. The
gates of Paradise will not open for anyone without this key, or for
anyone who has a key that lacks teeth. The teeth of this key are
shahadah, salah, zakah, sawm and haqjj.

Anyone who acquires the right key in this life, the key of
Tawheed along with its teeth, by following Allah’s commands, will
come on the Day of Judgement to the door of Paradise with the only
key that opens it. He will not be kept out, unless the burden of his sins
remains with him.

Paradise is the home of the pure. Hell is the home of impurities.
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Allah's Power

Allah is One. He commands and forbids. He creates and
provides. He causes death and gives life. He decrees and delivers.
He elevates and lowers. He changes night into day. He alternates
the days of people and nations, replacing one with another.

What Allah wills comes into being in the manner He wills it. His
orders and His decrees are fulfilled in the heavens, in the farther
corners of the earth, beneath it, in the seas and every other part of
the universe. He originates what He wills. His knowledge
encompasses all things. He keeps account of everything. His Mercy
and Wisdom envelops all things. Allah’s power is limitless.

Allah's hearing encompasses all
voices. Yet they do not mix with each
other. Rather, He hears everything very
clearly.

Allah's sight envelops all visible things. He sees everything. The
hidden for Him is visible and the secret for Him is public. He knows
what is secret. He even knows what is in a person’s mind and heart!

Allah is extremely Great

Allah forgives sins. He alleviates sufferings and hardships. He
teaches the ignorant and guides those who are astray. He directs
the confused and helps the desperate. He feeds the hungry and
clothes the naked. He cures the sick and forgives sins. He accepts
the repentance of the sinners and rewards the righteous. He helps
the oppressed, humbles the arrogant and steadies those who
stumble.



He covers our faults and gives us safety from fear. He gives
generously and that does not lessen in the least what He possesses.
He is All-Powerful; the whole earth will be in His grip on the Day of
Judgement, and the heavens will be folded in His Right Hand.

No sin is too great for Him to forgive. No need is too great for
Him to fulfil. However, He never forgives the sin of shirk.

He is the King without a partner. He is Unique without equal

Everything perishes except His Face. Every kingdom fades
except His Kingdom. Every shade will be withdrawn except by His
permission and Mercy. When He is obeyed, He appreciates. When He
is disobeyed, and sought for forgiveness He overlooks and forgives.

If all the trees on earth were pens and all the seas with seven
others added to them were ink, and those pens were to write with that
ink, both the pens and ink would be exhausted, but the words of
Allah's unlimited knowledge or those describing His attributes and His
grandeur or praise of Him would not.

Allah has the Most Beautiful Names and the perfect Attributes.
We must believe in their great underlying meanings and describe
Allah the Almighty in a manner that suits His Majesty without likening
His Attributes to any of those of His creatures.
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Tawheed: nness of Allah

All acts of worship, such as invocation, trust, fear and sacrifice,
should be directed to Him alone. We should invoke none but Allah,
rely on none except Allah, seek no one's help except Allah's help
and seek no one's refuge but Allah's refuge.

A. Fill in the blanks with suitable words.

Tawheed means | | of Allah.

Allah has not given birth and was not| |,
) |was a prophet.

1 is a sin that Allah will never forgive.
Allah’s | lencompasses all voices.

o B P

B. Are these statements true or false? In the box provided, write T if the
statement is true or F if it is false.

1. Allah knows all the secrets we keep in our hearts. D

2. Since Almighty Allah was not born, He has no father or mother. D

3. The teeth of the key of Tawheed are shahaadah, salah, zakah, sawm
and hajj. | |

4. Ourneeds are too much for Allah to fulfil. | |



Answer the following questions.

What is Tawheed?

What is shirk?

Name some attributes of Allah you studied in this chapter.

Are we dllowed to worship rivers, statues, graves etc.? Whom should we
worship, and why?




Ar-Risaalah is an Arabic word which means message. It is man’s
duty to serve Allah, his Creator. It is his duty to submit to His Will. This is
the teaching of Islam.

The Mercy of Allah

Obviously, man cannot do this unless Allah lets him know what
His Will is! How should he live his life on earth? How can he decide
whether a particular action is right or wrong, good or bad?

But Allah is Just. He is Merciful. He is the Creator of man. He
knows all his needs. He, therefore, revealed His Wil through His
prophets and messengers. He gave man a code of conduct through
these prophets and messengers. Ar-Risaalah — the message —is a link
between Allah and humanity. A rasool is a prophet. He is a
messenger of Allah.



A message communicated directly from Allah to a prophet’s
heart or through Angel Jibreel (42) is called wahy, or revelation. Allah
is the only source of guidance to human life. Man must submit to this
guidance as ultimate and final. Allah revealed His guidance as
ultimate and final. Allah revealed His guidance to human beings
chosen by Him for this purpose. These chosen human beings are
called prophets.

Number of Prophets

Allah sent many prophets and messengers at different times
between Adam and Prophet Muhammad (:2). Only Allah knows the
number of them. Adam (¥<£l) was the first of the prophets, and
Muhammad ( 4z ) was the last prophet and messenger. He was sent
as a mercy to all the nations.

Of these prophets and messengers, twenty-five Prophets are

mentioned by name in the Qur'an. They are:
(1) Adam, (2) Idrees, (3) Nuh, (4) Salih, (5) Shu'ayb, (6) Hud, (7)
Ibraaheem, (8) Lut, (9) Isma'eel, (10) Ishaq, (11) Ya’qub, (12) Yusuf,
(13) Yunus, (14) Musa, (15) Harun, (16) Ayyub, (17) Dawood, (18)
Sulaiman, (19) llyas, (20) Al Yasa’, (21) Dhul Kifl, (22) Zakariyyaaq, (23)
Yahya, (24) Isa, and (25) Muhammad (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon them all)

The messengers did not choose to do the work of guiding
people themselves. In fact, it was Almighty Allah who chose them.
The four prominent prophets before Muhammad ( &z ) were Nuh,
Ibraaheem, Musa and Isa.

The Qur'an teaches us that every human community received
a messenger who spoke to them in their language. The essence of
the message of all the prophets was the same - to call their people
to worship only Allah and not to commit the sin of shirk!



Prophet Muhammad (4£) was the last in a long succession of
prophets. He was the Seal of all the Prophets who had gone
before him. The prophets were all human beings. They were given
the same message - Allah is One and His Commands are to be
obeyed. Allah refers to all the prophets as Muslims because all of
them submitted to His Will. All of them followed the Straight Path. They
were all His true and faithful slaves. They submitted to His Will in every
part of their lives. Allah gave many of them books.

The Revealed Books

The Revedaled Books include:

At-Tawrah (Torah) — revealed to Musa («k&)).
Az-Zaboor (Psalms) — given to Dawood (4&)).
Al-Injeel (the Gospels) — the teachings given to Isa (k).

Each of these books was originally a complete revelation, but
they became all corrupted.

The Zaboor, Tawrah and Injeel were changed in various ways.
Bits were left out. Many things were forgotten. Many fragments that
were not part of them were added to them.



Ar-Risaalah (The Message)

The Qur'an, which Allah revealed to Prophet Muhammad ( 2 ),
is the only book that Allah has protected. It is the eternal Book that
came to confirm the true and original message of Islam and to stand
witness over the previous books by approving the truth and
disproving falsehood in them. In fact, it is Allah's message to all
mankind, not only to Arabs.

It is part of every Muslim's faith to believe and respect all the
prophets of Allah. The Qur'an mentions that Allah sent a messenger
to every nation in the world. The Quran makes it necessary that a
Muslim should believe in all of Allah's prophets and messengers.

If someone rejects any of Allah's prophets or messengers, he
becomes a disbeliever. Prophethood came to an end with Prophet
Muhammad (££). With his coming, Allah completed the religion of
Islam. Allah revealed the Qur'an to Prophet Muhammad (4%£) through
Angel Jibreel (¥<2) over a period of twenty-three years.

Prophethood is Central to Islam

After Laa ilaaha illallaah we recite Muhammadur-Rasulullaah,
which means Muhammad (:£) is the Messenger of Allah. This means
that we accept and believe that Muhammad (&£) is the prophet
through whom Allah sent us His guidance the Qur'an.

Prophet Muhammad ( #2) showed us the best way we should
follow to lead our lives. His life was the Qur’an in practice. The surest
way to understand the Qur'an and follow its message is to learn what
Allah’s Messenger (4z) said and did. We should try to understand his
sayings and actions and follow into his footsteps.

Once Allah’s Messenger (2 ) gives his decision and judegment
on any matter, no believing man or woman has any right to
question, doubt, disobey or keep in his mind any feelings of
disapproval. He must submit to him willingly.
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Match the following

A B

Ar-Risaalah a First Prophet

Az-Zaboor b Final Messenger

Wahy © Seal of the Prophets

Muhammad d Prophethood

Adam e Given to Dawood

f Message sent from Allah to a prophet

Unscramble

prophet was Adam (=) first the.
all Prophets the Muhammad ( *j»ég ) of was Seal the.

Answer these questions.

Name four books Allah revealed to some of His messengers.

Name at least 10 prophets.




Ar-Risaalah (The Message)

M“Qx ercises

3.  Who was the first prophet and who was the last?

4. Name the four prominent prophets that came before Muhammad ( £ ).
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Al-Akhirah - Life after Death

Allah has created death and life so He may test which of us is
best in deeds. Our role in this life is to live, as our Creator desires us
to live: to surrender to Him and worship Him alone. Allah has given us
the faculties of hearing and seeing. He has given us two eyes, @
tongue and a pair of lips. He has also given us the ability to think
and understand the difference between right and wrong. He has
given us free will — the freedom to choose — and has shown us the
Straight Path through His Last Messenger ( ).

Allah created us and to Him we will return. We are on our jour-

ey towards the hereafter. Only Allah knows when, how and where

we will die. We do not know how much longer we will live on this

earth, but we do know that one day we will certainly die and return
O our Lord.
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Al-Akhirah - Life after Death

The world has continued its course throughout the ages since
the time of Adam (%), but this will not go on forever! The day will
come when this world will come to an end. After that, all men from
Adam to the end of time will be brought to life for judgement.

We must give an account of our conduct. We must face the
consequences of how we live our life on this earth. This judgement will
be made only after our earthly life has ended. Almighty Allah, Who
knows everything, Who is All-Powerful and All-Just, will judge us fairly.

Islam teaches us that human life is divided into three parts — the
temporary life on earth, the life of barzakh between this life and the
Day of Judgement and the eternal life that will follow. Since our
earthly life is very short in comparison with the afterlife, it is clear that
the eternal life is far more important, and so we must work hard to
get to Paradise.

Allah has given us the freedom to choose between right and
wrong, but when this life comes to an end, Allah will call everyone to
His presence; some people will be sent to Paradise, while some
others will be sent to Hellfire, depending on whether they followed His
Straight Path or the path of Satan.
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Al-Akhirah - Life after Death

After death comes the afterlife which begins with life in the
barzakh - a life between this life and resurrection. On the Day of
Judgement, no one else’s love or help can free others from their sins.
Everyone stands alone before Allah, answerable only for himself.
Everyone will get justice in full. No one will be wronged even by an
atom’s weight.

Everything we do in our lives is recorded. Even the smallest of
incidents will be displayed before our eyes on the Day of
Judgement. The Judgement will be final. No one will escape it.
Paradise will be the reward for those who did good actions, and
Hellfire will be the punishment for those who disobeyed Allah and
were ungrateful to Him. The Qur'an describes the delights and
pleasures of Paradise as well as the punishments of Hell in detail. This
is what the Prophet (#£) came to convey and this is what gives
meaning and purpose to our lives.

Allah’s Messenger () once said that on the Day of Judgement,
no person will move from the presence of Allah unless he has
answered the following five questions:

How he spent his life,

How he spent his youth,

How he earned his wealth, and

How he spent it,

What he did about his knowledge. (At-Tirmidhee)

g

Let us then start to prepare for the Akhirah today. It is better for
us to obey Allah and His Messenger (&
Let us act while we have time!
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Al-Akhirah - Life after Death

Let the thought of what awaits us at the end of this life — death,

Judgement, Heaven or Hell — help us to ‘live wisely’. May the
teachings of the Qur'an and the teachings of the Prophet (:) always
be our light, our guidance and our strength!

A

'“Qxercises

Fill in the blanks with suitable words.

Allah has given us the freedom to choose between | land

( .

Everything we doin our lives is | |

Hellfire will be the punishment for those who | . Allah and

were | to Him.

\ - will be the reward for those who did good actions.

No one will be | ‘on the Day of Judgement because Allah is
Just.



Crpatt Aag sl — 535 Y1

Al-Akhirah - Life after Death

%’;';}:»Mxercises

Answer these questions.

Why has Allah created life and death?

Mention a few things that will happen when this world comes to an end.

Mention the five things we will be asked about on the Day of Judgement.
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Surat at-Teen (The Fig)

In the Name of Allah, Most Kind, Most Merciful.

By the fig and the olive,

And Mount Sinai,

And this Safe Land;

We have certainly created man in the best form;

Then we reduced him to the lowest of the low,

Except for those who believe and do right actions; they will
have a never-ending reward.

So what causes you to deny the Judgement after this?

Is Allah not the Best of judges?

This surah of eight verses was reveadled in Makkah and takes its

title from the first word 'at-Teen' which means fig.

"By the fig and the olive and Mount Sinai and this Safe Land"

Allah swears by these four things and says that He created man

in the finest mould. The fig and the olive are well known fruits. The fig
and the olive offer an example of wholesome health-giving fruits.

Mount Sinai is the place where Allah spoke to Prophet Musa

(4= ), and the 'Safe Land' is Makkah, where the Quran was first
revealed.
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Surat at-Teen (The Fig)

Allah then says that He created man in the best image and
form. He then reduced him to the lowest of the low; that is, Hellfire.
After this attractiveness and beauty, the destination of those who dis-
obeyed Allah will be Hellfire. However, those who believe in Allah
and follow His guidance will not be among them; rather, they will
have a reward without end. Some scholars said that ' the lowest of
the low' also means old age.

This surah ends by asking about that which causes people to
deny the Final Judgement.

It is a fact that many of the worst criminals are not caught or
punished in this life. Likewise, many God-fearing people who do their
best in this life are not rewarded. Allah will surely hand out exact jus-
tice to His creatures in the end!

Is Allah not the Best of judges? This means Allah the Almighty is
indeed the best of judges Who does not do any injustice to anyone.
It is in absolute Justice that He will establish the Day of Judgement,
and He will then reward the good people and punish the evil ones.
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Surat at-Teen (The Fig)

..“Qxercises

Fill in the blanks with suitable words.

Surat at-Teen was revealed in| .
Allah created man in the best| .
Then He reduced himtothe| ~ |of the low.

Answer these questions.

What are the four things by which Allah the Almighty swears in Surat
at-Teen?

What does the 'Safe Land' in the surah mean?

Memorisation

Learn this surah by heart.
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In the name of Allah, Most Kind, Most Merciful.

Truly, We sent it (the Qur'an) down on the Night of al-Qadr.

And what will make you understand what the Night of al-Qadr is!
The Night of al-Qadr is better than a thousand months.

In it, the angels and the Ruh descend by the permission of their
Lord with decrees.

5. Itis peace until the coming of the dawn.

H oD -

Allah tells us that He sent down the Qur'an during Laylat al-Qadr
(the Night of Decree), which is a blessed night. Laylat al-Qadr occurs
during the month of Ramadan. Allah sent down the entire Qur'an
from al-Lawh al-Mahfoodh (The Preserved Tablet) to the House of
Might (Baitul-lzzah), which is in the lowest heaven. Then it came
down in parts to the Prophet Muhammad (&) according to the
incidents that occurred over a period of twenty-three years.

The Prophet ( #& ) mentioned that the Night of Decree falls on
one of the odd-numbered nights of the last third of Ramadan (21st,
23rd, 25th, 27th or 29th). During these last ten days, Allah’s
Messenger ( #£ ) and his companions used to spend all of their time
in the mosque in seclusion (I'tikaaf). They used to pray and recite the
Qur'an and waited anxiously for this special night on which the
angels come down to the earth with Allah's Commands.
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The angels descend during this night because of its great
blessings. They come down with blessings and mercy. The Ruh in the
verse means Angel Jibreel (). Some scholars said that during this
night, all matters are decided, and the times of death and provisions
are also decided during it.

The Prophet ( #z) once mentioned that there is a night in
Ramadan which is better than a thousand months, and that whoever
is deprived of its good he has truly been deprived. He also once
said, "Whoever stands (in prayer) during the Night of al-Qadr with
faith and expecting reward (from Allah), he will be forgiven for his
previous sins." (Muslim)

There is peace on this night because Satan cannot do any evil
or harm until the coming of dawn.



Fill in the blanks with suitable words.

Laylat al-Qadr occurs during the monthof | |,

ltisoneofthe. ~ |nights of Ramadan.

The Quran came down in parts to the Prophet Muhammad ( i )
according to the incidents that occurred over a period of | |
years.

The word Ruh in this surah means | ot

The Night of al-Qadr is betterthan| | months

—

Answer these questions.

What is Laylat d Qadr?

What did the Messenger () and his companions do during the last ten
nights of Ramadan?

Memorisation

Learn this surah by heart.
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(6 ) Surat az-Zalzalah (The Earthquake)

In the Name of Allah, Most Kind, Most Merciful

When the earth is shaken with a great quake,

And the earth gives up its burdens,

And man exclaims, "What is the matter with it?"

On that Day it will report its news,

Because your Lord will inspire it.

On that Day people will proceed in scattered groups to be
shown their actions,

So whoever does an atom’s weight of good will see it,

8. And whoever does an atom’s weight of evil will see it.

os o B S o=
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This surah of eight verses was revealed in Makkah. It gives a
powerful vision of the fearful events of the Day of Judgement when
all men will be gathered together to reap the fruit of their deeds.

The great earthquake of the Day of Judgement will shake the
earth over and over again. The earth will throw out its tfreasures and
the dead. All the people who ever lived since the time of Prophet
Adam ( £ ) will be brought to life again. People at first will be in
shock. They will be confused and amazed to find themselves
awakened. They will wonder, "What is happening? What is wrong with
the earth?"



Surat az-Zalzalah (The Earthquake)

Allah the Almighty will command the earth to speak about the
actions people did on it in this life. People's own tongues, hands and
feet, eyes and ears, and even their skins will also speak out about the
deeds they committed with them. The reckoning will be so accurate
that an atom’s weight of actions will be counted on that terrible day.

"On that day people will proceed in scattered groups to be
shown their actions'. This means that they will be divided into
different groups, some will be happy while others will be miserable;
some will be sent to Paradise, while others will be sent to Hellfire. The
separation of people into the Company of the Right Hand, the
Company of the Left Hand, or the Companions of the Garden, and
the Companions of the Fire, the good-doers and the evildoers is an
example of these groupings.




Match the following.

A B
1 Surat az-Zalzalah a will be shown his actions on the
Day of Judgement.
2 Everyone b are the Companions of the fire.
3 Whoever does an atom’s ¢ has eight verses.
weight of good
4 People will ask, d “What has happened to it?”
e will see it.
Complete the following sentences.
The earth will be shaken with a great | .
Onthatdayitwill | its news, because your | ]
will inspire it.
On that day people will proceed in | . to be

shown their [ , s

Answer these questions.

What will the state of people on the Day of Judgement be?
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6 ) Surat az-Zalzalah (The Earthq‘uake)
“@x ercises

Where was this surah revealed?

How are you preparing yourself for that dreadful day?

According to what will people be divided on the Day of Judgement?

Memorisation

Learn this surah by heart.

:
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11.

In the Name of Allah, the Most Kind, the Most Merciful.

By the charging horses panting hard,

Striking sparks of fire (by their flashing hooves),

Raiding at full gallop in the early dawn;

Raising a trail of dust behind them,

And plunging into the middle of the enemy!

Man is indeed ungrateful to his Lord,

And indeed he bears witness to that fact;

Truly, he is passionate in his love for wealth.

Does he not know that when the contents of the graves are
poured out,

And the secrets of the breasts are made known?

Indeed, their Lord will know everything about them on that day!

This surah was revealed in Makkah. It consists of eleven verses.

The surah can be divided into three sections for the purpose of study.

1. The first is a series of oaths by horses in a state of war,

engaging in intense activity (verses 1-5).

These verses describe horses in battle in a vivid style. Horses are

noble. They are brave and faithful animals. If trained, they can
patiently perform many useful tasks for man. They can travel under
dangerous conditions, carry their masters through the raging battles,
cross rivers and climb mountains.



2. The second section consists of three verses. These three
verses state that man is ungrateful to Allah and loves wealth with
passion (verses 6-8).

The truth is that in our time we need the energy to guard
ourselves against the condition mentioned in these verses. A man
can collect a lot of wealth; the fact is he cannot take any of it with
him when he dies. It will not help him in the least when he has to
stand before Allah to be judged.

3. The third section is a reminder to such people of the Day of
Resurrection when what they hide (even from themselves) will be
open to all, and particularly to Allah who is al-Khabeer, that is, the
One Who knows about everything and everyone.
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Mxerc:ses

A. Complete the following sentences.

1.  Manisindeed to his Lord.
2. Trly, heispassionateinhis| | for wealth.

B. Answer these questions.

1.  Where was this surah revealed?

2. How many verses does it contain?

3.  What does Allah swear by in Surat al-Aadiyaat?

4. What does this surah teach us?

C. Memorisation

Learn the surah by heart.
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8 ) surat al-Qaari'ah (The Striking Hour)

In the Name of Allah, Most Kind, Most Merciful

The Striking Hour!

What is the Striking Hour?

And what will make you know what the Striking Hour is?
Itis the day when people will be like moths, scattered about,
And the mountains will be like wool, fluffed up.

As for him whose scales are heavy (with good deeds),
He will live a pleasant life.

But as for him whose scales are light,

He will have his home in al-Haawiyah,

And what will make you know what it is?

(It is) a blazing fire.

SR oPNe ek e =
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This surah was revealed in Makkah. It consists of eleven brief
verses. The surah paints a vivid and fearful picture of the Day of Res-
urrection, which is here called al-Qaari'ah, ‘the Striking Hour’, the
knocking or pounding one.

Al-Qaari'ah is one of the names of the Day of Judgement. It has
this name because it strikes hearts and ears with its frightening
events. On that day, there will be an ear-splitting blast, and people
will be scattered about like moths or locusts. They will be bewildered
at what is happening to them. Even the mighty mountains on that
day will become like carded wool that has begun to wear out and
be torn apart.



8 ) surat al-Qaari' ah (The Strlkmg Hour)

On that day, the scales will be set up, and everyone’s deeds will
be weighed on these special scales in Allah’s Court of Justice.
People will be of two types:

1. Those whose good deeds outweigh their evil deeds, and who
will therefore be commanded to enter Paradise.

2. Those whose evil deeds outweigh their good deeds, and who
will therefore be commanded to enter the Fire of Hell.

When that day comes, people will recall what they had been
doing in this life. Good people will be given their records of deeds in
their right hands, while the evil ones will receive theirs in their left
hands.

The records of deeds will reveadl people's actions in this life.
People will not be able to deny them.
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8 ) surat al-Qaari
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Are the following statements true or false?

Al-Qaari'ah means the slanderer. J

This surah was revealed in Makkah. u

Everyone’s deeds will be weighed on that day. J

Itis a day on which people will be like moths, scattered about. D

Answer these questions.

Describe the two types of people who will be divided according to their
deeds.

Mention some ways in which people will not be able to hide their bad
actions.

Memorisation

Learn this surah by heart.
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Competing with each other in (worldly) increase diverts you,
Until you reach the graves.

No, but you will soon come to know!

Again no, surely you will come to know!

No, if you only knew now with sure knowledge,

You will surely see the Hellfire,

Then you will surely see it with the eye of certainty.

Then, you will surely be asked that day about (life's) pleasures.
This surah was revealed in Makkah. It consists of eight verses.
The surah is a warning to those who are occupied in this life only with
the love for this world and its pleasures. They devote much of their
time to making more and more money and collecting more and
more material possessions. The afterlife does not cross their minds at
all. This attitude is very common today. It diminishes all human soci-
eties in our technological age. The term ‘at-takaathur’ means ‘striv-
ing greedily for worldly increase’. It shows man’s obsessive passion
for more and more comforts, more and more material goods, more
and more power, without ever thinking about the hereafter.

P ol O~ N e Wy S



Allah the Almighty urges mankind to abandon the worship of
this world. The worship of the worldly things blinds man to the realities
of this life and the life to come. Such people are not prepared to
stop and think about moral values taught by the Qur'an. The greed
for more and more wealth makes people forget the real purpose of
their lives. This surah is a warning to such people.

On the Last Day, Allah will ask us about our gratefulness to Him
for the favours He has blessed us with, such as health, safety, food
and drink and sleep. He will ask us if we returned His favours by wor-
shipping Him alone and being thankful to Him for His favours.

Those who are engrossed in the things of this world do not get
time to prepare themselves for the life after death. This life is very
short. Their passion for the things of this world and vying for more and
more worldly possessions diverts their attention from a matter even
more important.
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Fill in the blanks with suitable words.

Surat at-Takaathur was revealed in|

It consistsof |verses.

The word ‘at-takaathur’ means striving hard for | .
Allah urges mankind to abandon the worship of this, .
The pleasures of the life of thisworldl ~ the attention of those

who love them from the hereafter.
Answer these questions.

What does this surah warn us against?

What will we be questioned about on the Last Day?

Memorisation

Learn this surah by heart.
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Surat aI-Humazah (The Slanderer)

In the Name of Allah, Most Kind, Most Merciful
Woe to every slanderer and mocker,

Who collects wealth, greedily counting it;

He thinks that his wealth will make him immortal;
No, he will surely be thrown into the Crusher.
And what can tell you what the Crusher is?

Itis the Fire of Allah, set ablaze.

Rising up over the hearts;

It will close in upon them;

Stretching and in pillars.

Q0 SN O G e Lof O o

This surah was revealed early in Makkah. It consists of nine
verses. It presents a vivid picture of a person who is so small-minded
that his wealth blinds him to the truth and even to the common
courtesies in human relations. The surah presents the picture of a
very wealthy man who used to slander the Prophet ( & ) and his
companions, both to their faces and behind their backs. But the
surah applies to such people at all times and places.



Slandering is to make a spoken
statement about someone, which
damages his reputation, honour or
dignity.

Mocking is laughing at
someone by copying him in an
amusing but unkind way. It involves
attacking him by gestures or
expressions, sometimes by tongue
and sometimes by the movements
of the eyes, eyebrows, hands, lips or
the head.

Greed is another thing which is
condemned in this surah. Some
people become so occupied with
wealth that they forget that they will
die one day.

Those who have these characteristics will be thrown into the
Crusher, the Hellfire, which crushes anything that is thrown into it.

This surah warns those people who waste their life, slandering
and mocking good people, and those who have no other concern
but to collect wealth and count it without having the slightest desire
to spend it in ways pleasing to Almighty Allah. Those who do so think
that their wealth will make them immortal. For such people, Allah has
prepared a severe punishment in the Hereafter.
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Complete these sentences.

Woe to every slanderer and| .

Who collects| Loreedily] it
He thinks that his wealth will make him | ;
No, he will surely be thrown into the .

Answer these questions.

Where was Surat al-Humazah revealed?

What are the three things this surah warns us against?

What is slandering?

What is mocking?

Memorisation

Learn this surah by heart.
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In the Name of Allah, Most Kind, Most Merciful

For the safety and security of the Quraysh;

For their benefit, the caravans go out in the winter and summer.
So let them worship the Lord of this House,

Who has fed them against hunger and made them safe from
fear.

g 0 1D

This surah was revealed in Makkah. It consists of four brief
verses. It refers to the path of safety between the tribe of Quraysh
and their neighbours, enabling them to take trading trips. Thus in
winter they travelled to Yemen in the East where they bought spices
and other things coming from India and beyond. These they took to
Syria in the West during summer. They sold them and brought back
other tfrading goodes.

Allah then directs them to be grateful to Him for His favours on
them by worshipping Him alone. For He gave them safety from fear
and fed them against hunger.



Answer these questions.

Where was Surat Quraysh revealed?

What does ‘them’ in the verse "Let them worship the Lord of the House"
refer t0?

Where did the trade caravans of the Quraysh go during winter? Why?

Where did they go during summer?

Memorisation

Learn this surah by heart.



Surat al-Maa’un (Help)
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Have you seen the one who denies the Day of Judgement?
That is the one who repulses the orphan,

And does not encourage the feeding of the needy.

S0, woe to them who pray,

But who are negligent in their prayers,

Those who make a show (of their deeds),

And refuse simple acts of kindness!

1.
2.
3.
4.
S.
6.
.

The name of this surah is derived from the word 'Maa'un'
occurring in the last verse. The term means all small things needed
for one’s daily use such as a cooking pot, sugar, coffee, matchsticks,
and a needle. It also means occasional acts of kindness consisting
in helping out one’s fellow men when they need such things. In its
broader sense, it means help in any difficulty or need. People who
refuse to do even these small and simple things for others become
hard-hearted and tight-fisted.

How do some people become so hard-hearted? This surah
answers this question. Blindness to the small acts of kindness is the
result of the refusal to accept the moment of Reckoning!



Surat al-Maa’un (Help)
*«@0@x ercises

Complete the following sentences.

| to the small acts of kindness is the result of the refusal to
accept the moment of Reckoning.

Have you seentheonewho! ~ the Day of Judgement?
That is the one who repulses the | .
And does not | 'the feeding of the | .

Answer these questions.

What does the word ‘Maa'un’ mean?

How do some people become so hard-hearted? Answer in reference to
Surat al-Maa'un.

Memorisation

Learn this surah by heart.

N
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Surat al-Kaafiroon (The Disbelievers)

In the Name of Allah, Most Kind, Most Merciful
Say: "O you disbelievers,

| do not worship what you worship,

Nor will you worship what | worship.

Nor will | worship what you are worshipping,

Nor will you worship what | am worshipping.

For you is your religion, and for me is my religion."

I o e

This surah, which consists of six brief verses, was revealed in
Makkah. It expresses one single subject. Nothing must be
worshipped besides Allah.

The Makkans who opposed the Prophet’s message used to fry to
make compromises or deals with him every now and then to change
the teachings of Islam. In one of these attempts, the Quraysh invited
the Prophet ( 4 ) to worship their idols for a year and they would in
turn worship Allah for a year. So Allah revealed this surah, in which He
commands the Prophet ( 4 ) to keep himself away from the idolaters
and their false godes.

In this surah, Aimighty Allah commands the Prophet (&) to reject
Shirk and to affirm Tawheed. "For you is your religion" means the Shirk
that you follow; "and for me is my religion" means Tawheed and
Islam which | follow and which | do not reject.

Allah’s Messenger (#2) used to recite this surah in the first rak'ah
and surah al-lkhlas in the second rak'ah of the Sunnah prayer of
Salat al-Fajr. He would also perform the Witr prayer by reciting Surat
al-Alaa in the first rak'ah, Surat al-Kaafiroon in the second one and
Surat al-lkhlas in the third one.

It is important to note that the Prophet (&) criticized idol worship

strongly, but he never used foul or obscene language. His manners
were too good to allow any use of rude or obscene language.
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Are these statements true or false?

Al-Kaafiroon means the disbelievers.

The subject of this surah is that ease will surely come after difficulty.
This surah was revealed in Madinah.

The Prophet Muhammad ( :: ) criticized idol worship most strongly. D
Shirk is the opposite of Tawheed.

Answer these questions.

Who wanted the Prophet (= ) to change the teachings of Islam?

What deal did they try to make with the Prophet ( i )?

What does this surah teach you?

How did the Prophet ( = ) denounce idol worship?

Memorisation

Learn this surah by heart.



The Quraysh Make Offers and the Prophet’s Reply

The chiefs of Makkah soon readlized that in spite of their
opposition, the followers of Prophet Muhammad (4£) were increasing.
They were moulding themselves into a separate community. The wise
among them recognized that the problem they faced would unlikely
vanish. Utbah ibn Rabee'ah was one of the leaders in Makkah. He was
one of the first to realize that Islkam was getting stronger despite all the
attempts of the Quraysh to stop its progress.

One day, Utbah was sitting with a group of important men of
Makkah. The Prophet ( 42) was sitting alone close to the Ka'bah. Utbah
suggested to his friends, “Let us approach Muhammad with some
offers. It is quite likely that he may accept one or the other. If he does,
this will end our problem with him.” Utbah went to the Prophet ( & )
and said to him, "My nephew, you know you have a position of high
esteem and noble birth among us, but you have come to your
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people with something which split them up. You have discredited their
way of life, found fault with their gods and religion and spoken ill of
their forefathers. Now listen to me. | am making you some offers. |
would like you to consider them. You may find one of them
acceptable."

The Prophet ( &2 ) asked him to make his offers. Utbah said, "My
nephew, if you are doing this to make money out of it, we will give you
so much of our wealth that you will become the richest person among
us. If it is position and honour that you are seeking, we will make you
our chief. If you want to be a king, we will make you our king. If you
are possessed, we will spend all we have to seek a cure for you."
Allah’s Messenger (4£) listened to Utbah attentively. When he stopped,
the Prophet (£2) asked him whether he had finished. Utbah said, "Yes."
The Prophet (£2) asked him to listen to what he had to say. The Prophet
(22 ) then recited the first thirty-eight verses of Surat Fussilat (surah 41
of the Qur'an). Utbah listened attentively. When the Prophet ( iz )
finished his recitation, he prostrated himself to Allah, before saying to
Utbah, "You have heard what | had to say. Now you can do whatever
you like."

Utbah left quietly. He went to his people who realized as they saw
him coming that a change had come over him. He said to them, "I
have heard something the like of which | have never heard in my life.
It is neither poetry, nor sorcery, nor has it to do with soothsaying. Take
my advice and leave this man alone. What | heard will bring great
events. If the rest of the Quraysh kill him, they will spare you the
trouble. If he wins, that will be your victory." They remarked, "He has
certainly thrown a spell over you." Utbah said, "I have given you my
opinion."

But the Quraysh were not prepared to listen to the words of
wisdom.



A Unscramble these words from the lesson and put the letters in the boxes
below together to answer the question.

il
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
Ve
8.

EFFORS

RECU

HECIFS
POSINIOT

SEWI

NBOLE

KAHKMA

TREAG

Which surah did Prophet (%) recite to Utbah?

B. Answer these questions.

1. What did Utbah accuse the Prophet ( iz ) of?
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3. What was the effect of Surat Fussilat on Utbah?

4.  What advice did he give his people?

S. Did the Quraysh take Utbah's advice?




Y- () alyt Joahy 3 tesn i

Prophet Muhammad i (2)

As time went by, the Makkans used every opportunity to
torment the Muslims. It became a favourite pastime for the Quraysh to
subject Muslims to physical torture or mental pressure. Their victims
were numerous and of various tribes and positions.

Allah’s Messenger (&) was also not spared though he was under
the protection of his uncle Abu Talib and his clan. They accused him
of being a magician, a poet and a fortune-teller. They told him to his
face that he was mad. All this, however, did not weaken the Prophet’s
resolve to carry on with his mission — conveying the word of Allah to his
people. He called on everyone to abandon pagan worship and to
accept Islam.



s
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One day a group of the Quraysh elders met at the Ka'bah. The
Prophet ( 42 ) appeared. He walked to the Ka’bah and started his
tawaaf. They jumped at him and started to maul him. He stood firm
and resolute. One of them took him by the collar and others pushed
him around. Abu Bakr (£ ) tried to defend him, shouting at them, ‘Do
you want to kill a man for merely saying Allah is my Lord?’

Ugbah ibn Abee Mu’ayt was a bitter enemy of the Prophet ( & )
and Islam. One day he pulled the Prophet’s upper garment and tried
to strangle him. Once when the Prophet ( & ) was prostrating himself
near the Ka'bah, Ugbah brought the entrails of a goat and flung them
on his back. Fatimah ( & ), the Prophet's daughter, came out and
removed the dirty stuff.

In addition to Abu Lahab, his wife and Ugbah ibn Abee Mu’'ayt,
Abu Jahl also sought to inflict bodily harm on the Prophet ( &£ ). On
one occasion, he took a big stone and attempted to let it fall on the
Prophet’'s head while he was prostrating in the courtyard of the
Ka’bah. But as he drew near, he saw a huge camel charging in his
direction. He threw the stone down and fled to tell this story to his
fellow idolaters. This incident gives us an example of how Allah
completes what He Wills. When the Prophet ( & ) was told about what
Abu Jahl did and said, he remarked, ‘It was the angel Jibreel! Had
Abu Jahl drawn closer, he would have taken his life.’



Prophet Muhammad  (2)

Hamzah (<4 ) embraces Isilam

One day Abu Jahl passed by the Prophet ( &z ) when he was
near the hill of as-Safa, a short distance from the Ka'bah. Abu Jahl
assaulted and abused him. He also ridiculed Islam. He talked about
the Prophet’s message with co